March 9, 2011 

VIA COURIER

Honorable Raymond Kelly 

New York City Police Department 

One Police Plaza 

New York, NY 10038

REFERENCE:  January 28, 2011 Letter – MACLC Concern Over NYPD Use of “The Third Jihad” Film

Dear Commissioner Kelly:

We, the members of the Muslim American Civil Liberties Coalition (MACLC), are troubled that the NYPD has yet to provide a substantive response to the attached January 28 letter regarding the NYPD’s use of “The Third Jihad” video as part of the Department’s cadet training program.  

We have received no response from your office.  Instead, on February 17 we received a call from a detective about scheduling a February 24 meeting with the Community Affairs Bureau to discuss our letter.  To our disappointment, the Community Affairs representatives at the meeting had no information to share.  They could provide no details about how the film was used and no information about the measures the NYPD has taken to remedy the situation.  Moreover, despite our prior request, no representative from the NYPD training command was present.  Instead, the meeting consisted of MACLC members restating the very same points from the January 28 letter and asking questions which remain unanswered.  

At the close of the February 24 meeting, we were asked to wait one week for a response.  Two weeks have now passed – six weeks since our original letter.   

We, as community leaders, are deeply troubled by the Police Department's failure to respond to our very serious concerns. As members of the public whose tax dollars go to support the NYPD's training, we have the right to know how these fundamentally biased training materials are selected and the NYPD’s remedial plan. 
As responsible citizens, we have taken steps to reach out and work directly with the NYPD on addressing this important issue, but have yet to receive any reasonable response.  Since our desire to address this issue with you directly, and in the spirit of bettering our city, has seemingly failed, MACLC  will continue to explore all other options.
Please direct all correspondence to Asim Rehman, Vice President, Muslim Bar Association of New York, via email to asim@muslimbarny.org or mail to MuBANY, P.O. Box 1171, New York, NY, 10013.

Sincerely,
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Asim Rehman 

Vice President Muslim Bar Association of New York

Submitted on behalf of Muslim American Civil Liberties Coalition members:

Abdelhafid Djemil 

Muslim American Society of New York

Aisha Al-Adawiya 

Women In Islam, Inc.

Asim Rehman 

Muslim Bar Association of New York

Cyrus McGoldrick 

Council on American Islamic Relations – New York

Dalia Toor 

Muslim Public Affairs Council – New York

Linda Sarsour 

Arab American Association of New York

Megan Putney 

Muslim Consultative Network

Monami Maulik 

DRUM - Desis Rising Up and Moving

Omar Mohammedi 

Association of Muslim American Lawyers

P.A. Carroll 

Table 32

Professor Ramzi Kassem 

CLEAR - Creating Law Enforcement Accountability & Responsibility City University of New York School of Law

cc:
Wilbur Chapman, Deputy Commissioner for Training, NYPD

Philip Banks, III, Chief, Community Affairs, NYPD
