
THE POLICE COMMISSIONER
CITY OF NEW YORK

October 6, 2008

Ms. Faiza Ali
475 Riverside Drive, Room 246
New York, NY 10115

Dear Ms. Ali,

This communication is prompted by the discussions I have had with you and others
since the release of the NYPD's report, Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown
Threat, in August of2007. As you know, these sessions have provided us with the
opportunity to review the report's findings, listen to your concerns and comments and to
consider recommendations. Over the course of more than seven hours of frank

discussions, we have gained a greater understanding of the issues discussed, perceptions
created and language used in the report that caused some concern.

First, and in response to these concerns, are the following observations and
clarifications:

• Although the report never suggested or eluded to the perception "that a majority (or
at least a substantial plurality) of Muslims in the United States present a threat to
public order," the readership would have been better served if a statement clearly
asserting that Muslims are not in any way a threat to security were to have been
included at the beginning of the report.

• NYPD's concerns about the proliferation of violent ideology in the West and the
potential for its contribution to the radicalization of vulnerable youth in New York
City--especially among young Muslims due to the extremist's misuse of Islam as a
basis of this ideology-- were not meant as indictments, but rather an issue that both
the community and police must confront together.

• The report was never intended to be policy prescriptive for law enforcement
actions, a fact that should have been emphasized, as you so noted during our
discussions. Indeed, the very reason this report was disseminated publically--and
not just within the law enforcement community--was for the expressed purpose of
engaging and soliciting a broad array of views from a diverse group of people.
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